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Now that Your Solar Panels are Installed
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How Solar Reduces Your 

Billed Electric Usage (kWh)

Line A: Amount of electricity CMLP delivered to the customer that month  (Ex. #1: 1,395 kWh)

Line B: Amount of excess electricity generated by solar panels, not used by
the customer at that time, and therefore sent back out the grid to CMLP* (Ex. #1: 25 kWh)

Line C: Net usage billed = line A minus line B (Ex. #1: 1,395 kWh – 25 kWh = 1,370 kWh)

*NOTE: CMLP’s net meter doesn’t interface with the solar array meter your solar installer provided; we don’t know 
how much solar generation was produced and can’t measure the total amount of electricity used.  See pg 7 below to 
learn how to calculate how much electricity you’ve generated and used.

(Example #1)



All solar net metering customers are assessed a monthly 
Net Metering Distribution Charge 

based on the size of their solar PV system.  

See slide 6 below for more information.

(Example #1)
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Solar Net Meter Charge









To figure out how much electricity you used in a month (E):

1. Take the electricity delivered from CMLP (A on the sample bill) 

2. Subtract the electricity sold to CMLP (B on the sample bill, gross) 

= Amount CMLP charges you each month (C)

3. Add your monthly solar output reading from your solar array meter 

or inverter web portal (the gross reading from your array) (D) 

(which CMLP doesn’t know, so that is not reflected on the bill)

How Much Electricity Did You Use?

Example #2
146 kWh CMLP → Home (A)

– 373 kWh Home → CMLP (B)
=  –227 kWh (C)

+ Gross from Solar Meter (D)
= Total kWh Used = Home Load (E)
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Example #1
1,395 kWh CMLP → Home (A)

– 25 kWh Home → CMLP (B)
= 1,370 kWh (C)

+ Gross from Solar Meter (D)
= Total kWh Used = Home Load (E)










